
Postmodern Pooh (review)

Jan Susina 

The Lion and the Unicorn, Volume 26, Number 2, April 2002, pp. 274-278

(Review) 

Frederick Crews. Postmodern Pooh. New York: North Point P, 2001. 

In Postmodern Pooh, Frederick Crews has gathered together a brilliant 

collection of eleven theoretically informed essays that capture contempo­

rary Pooh Studies in all its rich diversity and complexity. This critical 

anthology will help to establish Pooh Studies as a significant aspect of 

literary studies much in the same way that Lawrence Grossberg, Cary 

Nelson and Paula Treichler's Cultural Studies (1992) helped to popular­

ize the practices of Cultural Studies in the United States. While these 

essays will be of great value to literary critics, they could also be of 

interest to many readers beyond the academy (we hope!). 

Crews 's essays are presented as if they were the polished versions of 

the papers presented by a group of star academics at a Pooh panel from 

last year's MLA conference in Washington, D.C. Postmodern Pooh is an 

extremely clever and wicked updating of his earlier The Pooh Perplex: A 

Freshman Casebook (1963), in which Crews poked fun at the current 

literary trends of the day. How things change, but remain the same! As 

Crews explains in the preface, the once popular casebook that was widely 

used in freshman English courses has gone the way of the dinosaur, but 

anthologies of theoretical essays that teach the conflicts are now all the 
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maintains that after postmodernism, there is "no such thing as evidence 
for a reading and that evidence, like theory, is just publicity for a stand 

already taken" (168). Confirming the academic success of Stanley Fish, 

Crews concludes, "But you gotta do what you gotta do if you want your 
academic unit to be everybody's buzz and the same rule applies to the 

field as a whole" (168). Postmodern Pooh is an insider's look at critical 

theory and what it tells and doesn't tell us about the text. These clever 

parodies suggest that literary criticism frequently reveals more about the 

critic than about the text being examined. 

Jan Susina teachers children's literature in the English Department of 

Illinois State University and is one of the book review editors for The 

Lion and the Unicorn. 
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